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we are thus encompassed by a sea of green. One thing I found ex-
tremely unpleasant, which was the myriads of insects which rose from
the grass when disturbed, but were more particularly felt when we
had candles.
1 On the seventh day after my leaving Dacca, the lofty mountains
behind Sylhet came into view; they appeared as a dark cloud at a
great distance, intersected with perpendicular streaks of white, which
I afterwards found were cataracts of considerable magnitude, seen at
a distance of forty miles in the rainy season. Soon after the Surmi,
or Sylhet river, came in sight, distant from Sylhet thirty miles. The
country here improved, the banks of the river became higher, and
everything assumed a more comfortable appearance. I was at this
place met by the Amla, or officers belonging to the establishment,
who hailed my arrival in a variety of boats dressed out for the occa-
sion, and accompanied me to the house intended for my residence.
On asking for the town, I found the whole consisted of an inconsider-
able bazar or market-place, the houses of the inhabitants being
fantastically built and scattered upon the numerous hills and rising
grounds, so buried in wood as to be scarcely discernible. The appear-
ance was singular, but had every mark of comfort
' I was now told that it was customary for the new Resident to pay
his respects to the shrine of the tutelar saint, Shah Juloll (Shih JaJal).
Pilgrims of the Islam faith flock to this shrine from every part of
India, and I afterwards found that the fanatics attending the tomb
were not a little dangerous. It was not my business to combat
religious prejudices, and I therefore went in state, as others had done
before me, left my shoes on the threshold, and deposited on the tomb
five gold mohurs as an offering. Being thus purified, I returned to
my dwelling and received the homage of my subjects. One of the
tenets, both of the Hindu and Muhammadan faith, is, never to present
themselves to their superiors empty-handed ; my table was in conse-
quence soon covered with silver, none offering less than one rupee,
others four or five. In return, the great man, whoever he is, gives the
donor a few leaves of pawn and betel-nut,
1 The business of the different offices was at this time conducted
by two of Mr. Holland's confidential agents, Gukari Sinh and Prem-
narain Bose. They were both men of good character, and as such I
confirmed them in their charges. The former continued with me
during my stay in India, and for thirty years after my return to
England he corresponded with me as his attached friend. Exclusive
of the officers belonging to the Revenue department, we had also a
full establishment of black officers in the Court of Judicature, over which
Court it was one of my numerous duties to preside. In this arduous
undertaking I was greatly assisted by several pundits, who always
attended to explain the law, and were of much use when difficulties
occurred. The Criminal Court continued as yet under the charge of
the Nawdb of Bengal, and remained so for some years, when a different
arrangement took place. The population of the country I found